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WELCOME FROM PRINCIPAL
Good Counsel College is an independent Catholic Secondary College
conducted in the Marist Tradition founded in 1975 and is part of the Mother
of Good Counsel Parish in Innisfail. It is administered by the Catholic Education
Service of the Diocese of Cairns and we are committed to providing a Catholic
education that is holistic in nature, paying attention to the academic, spiritual,
physical, social and emotional growth and learning of all of our students.
Our students are friendly, warm and engaging, our students are accepting
Dora Luxton
of all who come to join our community. The pride they show in being a student of
Acting Principal
Good Counsel is evident to visitors from the moment they step into the College.
They demonstrate persistence in becoming lifelong learners and achieving their potential.
Our parents and care givers are proactive in engaging with the College in partnership, as
we strive to fulfil our moral imperative of improving the wellbeing and learning outcomes for ALL
students. We do this in an environment that acknowledges parents and care givers as the primary
educators of their children and that being in partnership with them is vital for us to achieve our
vision and mission. An example of this is the Parents and Friends Committee that we encourage
all parents to participate in.
Our teaching and support staff work tirelessly to provide a positive learning environment so
that all students have the opportunity to achieve their potential. They live out daily our Catholic
ethos of faith, hope and love as they serve this learning community celebrating each student’s
gifts and seeking to prepare them for a world where they are valued and can make a positive
contribution to society in their daily lives.

2

GOOD COUNSEL COLLEGE – INNISFAIL

CATHOLIC IDENTITY
Faithful to the evangelising mission of the Church, we encourage by witness to the Gospels,
the values of love, mercy, compassion, redemption, hope and reconciliation. We promote
sensitivity to diversity, the growth of spirituality, a sense of self-worth and respect for others and
the striving to give of one’s best. Our core characteristics of presence, simplicity, family spirit, love
of work and in the way of Mary, reflect our Marist charism as we come to know God in the way
of Marcellin Champagnat.
All students engage in Religion classes from Year 7 to Year 12 as directed by the Bishop of
Cairns. Students also have the opportunity to grow in faith through involvement in daily prayer
as well as opportunities to attend masses, liturgies and prayer services. Students also attend a
variety of retreats and camps throughout their schooling from Year 7
to Year 12. These experiences provide important context to classroom
experiences as we seek to provide a holistic education that nurtures
the physical, spiritual, emotional and mental growth of our students.
We have an active social justice program, acknowledging that
it is part of who we are and what we do. We assist a variety of
agencies, missions and charities locally, nationally and globally in a
variety of ways, from awareness raising, fundraising and hands on
assistance. We have an active Youth Ministry that engages students
with the Gospels through sharing their experiences with music and
life stories.
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STUDENT WELLBEING
At Good Counsel College we are committed to the wellbeing and pastoral care of every
student. We recognise that our students need guidance as they grow into young adults, and we
make sure that their social, emotional and spiritual needs are addressed in all that we do and how
we do it, through our procedures, curriculum and general school life.
We understand that students’ learning and their academic performance, is directly linked
to their health and wellbeing and is a key element to success at school. We embrace the Gospel
messages of redemption, mercy and compassion. We have an embedded culture of Restorative
Practices that focus on reconciliation and justice.
Our pastoral care of students is part of everything we do on a daily basis. Our Home Room
Teachers, Pastoral Leaders, Student Wellbeing and Social and Emotional Learning Coordinators, as
well as our Student Counsellor work proactively together as a team to ensure that the wellbeing
and safety of our students - your children is a priority here at the College.
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LEARNING AND TEACHING
At Good Counsel College we encourage every student to realise their potential. We hope
this will inspire them to push beyond previous limits to achieve more than what they think is
possible. We want our students to be active, self-directed learners who strive to achieve their
academic potential.
We provide:
• A contemporary 21st century
education

• Two languages – Chinese and
Japanese.

• A one-to-one laptop program helps
to ensure that students gain the
computer literacy skills that are so
vital in our technology-driven world.

• Extra-curricular activities such as
public speaking competitions, the UN
Youth Forum and the Constitutional
Convention.

• We offer Vocational Education
and Training Certificates in many
different areas.

• Opportunities to take part
in competitions such as ICAS
(Maths, English and Science) and
Optiminds. Our students enjoy
significant success in many of these
competitions.

• Students with additional learning
needs are supported by our Learning
Support Team

Our aim is to prepare our students to be active contributors to society through further study
and employment. We aim to create lifelong learners with abilities that enable them to live as
free and moral people in a complex world. The vast majority of our students leave having gained
the marks required to attend the university of their choice, or gain VET certification to secure an
apprenticeship or work or complete further study in their chosen field.
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FACILITIES
We provide modern and contemporary learning environments that allow us to deliver an
engaging 21st century education for all of our students. Our extensive use of Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) and our 1:1 laptop program provides the ideal platform for
students to engage with their learning in a variety of ways that challenge and inspire them to
reach their potential. We have a mixture of modern and established spaces that include:
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• A well resourced Library

• Textiles Studio

• Well equipped Gym

• Design Technology Workshop

• Undercover basketball court

• Modern classrooms

• Hospitality kitchen

• Canteen

• Trade Skills Centre

• Undercover eating spaces

• Science Laboratories

• Ovals

• Art Room

• Music Room & Studios

• Food Technology Kitchen

• Auditorium
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CO-CURRICULAR
We have an active and vibrant sporting culture at the College that provides students of all
abilities to participate in a variety of sport including Thursday Afternoon Sport for all Yr 7–10
students, intra-school swimming, athletics and cross country competitions, a selection of interschool representative sporting opportunities, as well as a wide variety of District and Peninsula
representative sporting opportunities.
We also have a number of student community groups from our Student Representative
Council (SRC) and Young St Vincent de Paul Group to groups of students who come together to
support those in need around them.
We have optional biennial exchange programs to both Japan and China and a ‘Snowies Trip’
that visits the ski fields of southern NSW. We also have an immersion program in Timor Leste that
links us to our Marist heritage and charism.
All of these opportunities and experiences operate in harmony with what occurs at the
College on a daily basis to provide students with the best quality education possible.
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